ABSTRACT: Carbon foot printing became an important term for surprisingly many people in the last years. It is very important that people learn what effects may have carbon foot printing on their lifes and how it's produced. The term "carbon foot printing" is just a name which is the result of global warming potential. Carbon foot printing is considered a very popular buzzword in Romania in the last year. The carbon footprint measures total greenhouse gas emissions caused directly and indirectly, by a person, organization, event or product. In Romania the carbon emissions are the consequences of burning of fossil fuels and manufacturing of cement, and the value of CO2 emissions in 2008 was 94,660(kt). People can do training or courses to learn more about the meaning of carbon footprints, their impact on the environment and calculation of the carbon footprint by measuring the CO2 equivalent emissions.
INTRODUCTION
"The carbon footprint is a measure of the total emissions alone of carbon dioxide, which is directly and indirectly, caused by an activity or is accumulated over the life stages of a product." (Keuning, 1994) .
The term "carbon footprint" was introduced in 1992 by William Rees, and refers to the total greenhouse gases, measured in tons of CO2, produced directly or indirectly as a result of carrying out human actions. CO2 is a greenhouse gas responsible for global warming. [1] Carbon footprint is equivalent to the amount of greenhouse gas it produces in the form of carbon dioxide. The amount of carbon dioxide generated is usually expressed in metric tons (tCO2). Most carbon dioxide emissions generated by individuals are generated by transport and heating (and cooling) of housing. Specifically, burning gas, oil or other fossil fuels causes the release of carbon dioxide. [2] Carbon footprint is a way to measure the impact that our activities have on the environment and in particular on climate change. It is basically the amount of greenhouse gases that we produce in our daily life by burning fossil fuels for electricity, heating, transport and others. [5] For cars or airplanes, this occurs directly into the combustion chamber and engine emissions are known as direct emissions because they are the point of consumption. When we use electricity, emissions are indirect because they place the power plant, not in the point of consumption. The other products are responsible for production of carbon dioxide. This includes of course foods that produce directly or indirectly CO2 (transportation), clothing or footwear, electronics and appliances. (Figure 1 ) [3, 4] Carbon dioxide is the most significant greenhouse gas created by man. Besides this, there is other important greenhouse gas. Methane (CH4) for example, which is emitted mainly in agricultural activities and landfills, is 25 times stronger than CO2 per kg. Even stronger, but is issued in smaller amounts of nitrogen oxide (N2O) which is about 300 times more potent than CO2 and is released mainly by industrial and agricultural processes. [6, 8] Because some activity or process can generate several types of greenhouse gases, each in different amounts, calculation of carbon footprints could become too complex and confusing. To avoid this, was agreed that for calculation of carbon footprints, all the gas were expressed in their equivalent in CO2. [7] When you go by car, the engine generates CO2 depending on the fuel used, driving style, car type and distance; when you warm your house with gas, electricity or coal, also generate CO2; when you use electricity, when you're cooking, it also creates a certain amount of CO2. Even when we use electricity for heating, are chances to produce CO2. Also, when buying food or material goods we need to know that their production emitted carbon dioxide. [7, 9] Our footprint is the amount of CO2 emissions caused by our actions, in a given period of time. Usually, the individual footprints are calculated for one year. Sometimes carbon footprint is expressed in carbon instead of carbon dioxide, by applying a factor of 0.27 (1.000kg CO2 equivalent to 270 kg emissions). Individual carbon footprint is a very powerful tool for understanding the impact of each individual behavior on global warming. Many people are shocked when learns about the amount of CO2 generated by their activities. (Figure 2 .)[6-8] 
TYPES OF FOOTPRINT
Carbon footprint consists in the sum of two parts: primary footprint and secondary footprint.
Primary footprint: is all direct emissions of CO2 from burning fossil fuels, which include domestic and transport energy consumption (car, plane). We have direct control over them! So, if we cut our carbon footprint, must act directly on primary footprint. [16, 18] Secondary footprint: a measure of indirect CO2 emissions from the entire lifecycle of products we use -their production and distribution. Simply put, then buy more products, and produce even more greenhouse gases. [16, 18] 
THE IMPACT OF CARBON FOOTPRINTING
Carbon footprint is calculated for each, individual, usually for one year and depends by several factors: transportation, plane flights, lifestyle and food consumption in the household.
[11]
European Union plans to ban cars polluting with fuel in european cities until year 2050. Cars will be banned in major cities in Europe, according to a draconian European Union plan to reduce CO2 emissions by 60% over the next 40 years. The European Commission presented the possibility of imposing a "single European transport area", meant to produce "a profound change in models of passenger transport" by 2050. About 66% of european drivers would accept restrictions on their lives for organic whore. (Figure 3.) [12] The energy strategy of EU states provides that by 2020, to reduce CO2 emissions by 20% from the level recorded in 1990. Some states, such as Romania, have already reached this target, mainly due to large energy consumption closing the communist period and the significant reduction of construction. [12, 15] Romania is within the EU targets in this regard since 1991, when CO2 emissions amounted to 132-133 million tonnes, 23% below 1990 levels.
[10]
In 2007, Romania had CO2 emissions less than 110 million tons, with 35.3% under 1990 levels. In 1990, the amount of CO2 emitted into the atmosphere of Romania represented 3.93% of total emissions of the 27 countries that today are part of the European Union. Today, Romania is responsible for only 2.65% of carbon dioxide pollution in the EU. [12, 16] In 2009, Romania came from releasing into the atmosphere only 78.4 million tonnes of CO2, less than half from year 1990.
Amounts similar to those issued by Romania in 1990, were produced by the Czech Republic (about 165 million tons), Netherlands (160 million tons) and Turkey (140 miliaone tons). [18] State least polluted is Austria, followed by Romania and Greece. At the opposite pole lies China with over 6 billion tons of CO2 into the atmosphere, the United States, with 5 billion tons, and Russia, with 1.5 billion tons.
The two countries at the top of this list are responsible for 41% of CO2 emissions during 1990-2009. [12,17] Long-term strategies, provide to reduce CO2 emissions at least 80% by 2050. The amount of CO2 related to housing should reduce it by to 91%, and issued by the transport sector to 67%. (Figure 6 .) [19] There were two exceptions: Mini and Chevrolet, whose average CO2 has not improved in 2011 compared to the previous year, on the contrary. Thus, the average carbon dioxide emissions increased by Mini with 0.14% to the level of 128.21 g / km and average Chevrolet reported an advance of 0.41% to level 148.77 g / km. All this are presented in Graphic 1. [19, 20] 
TOP MARKS OF CARS USED IN ROMANIA WITH THE LOWEST CO2 EMISSIONS

